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SUBJECT: ESSO EXPLORATION IN RED SEA 

t MR. DAHL DUFF OF ESSO MIDDLE EAST, A DIVISION OF EXXON 
CORP., CALLED AT DEPARTMENT MARCH 7. MAJOR TOPIC OF CON- 
VERSATION WAS ESSO'S RECENTLY ACQUIRED CONCESSION IN RED 
SEA. AT THE TIME OF CONVERSATION, MAP WAS NOT AVAILABLE 
BUT IT LOOKS ON OUR MAPS AS THOUGH AREA RUNS SOUTH FROM 
ZEIT BAY (ABOVE HURGADA) DOWN EGYPTIAN COAST TO ABOUT 
QUSEIR AND DUE EAST TO MEDIAN RED SEA BORDER WITH SAUDI 
ARABIA AND UP THIS LINE TO TIP SINAI AND WEST TO ZEIT BAY. 

2. ESSO WILL BE DISCUSSING WITH MINISTER PETROLEUM HIT, AT. 

THE POSSIBILITY OF GAINING GOE PERMISSION FOR ESSO'S SMALL 
SEISMIC SHIP TO PROCEED FROM MEDITERRANEAN TO RED SEA 
THROUGH SUEZ CANAL. ESSO WILL EXPLAIN TO GOE MAJOR SAVINGS 
SUEZ TRANSIT WOULD MAKE FOR GOE IN TIME AND EVENTUAL COST. 
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3. DUFF ALSO RAISED QUESTION ABOUT SEISMIC EXPLORATION IN 
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THE AREA CLOSE TO SINAI. WE EXPLAINED PROBLEMS AND NOTED 
ISRAELI SENSITIVITY ABOUT THE WATERS CONTIGUOUS TO OCCUPIED 
SINAI. IT APPEARS TO US THAT MAJOR PORTION OF ESSO CONCES- 
SION AREA IS NOT IN AREA WHICH ISRAEL WOULD CONSIDER SENSI- 
TIVE AND THAT ESSO WOULD AVOID THAT AREA FOR TIME BEING. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PETROLEUM INDUSTRY, EXPLORATION, OFFSHORE DRILLING 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 11 MAR 1975 
Decaption Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: CunninFX 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975STATE053990 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: GGBROWN:PM 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750085-0845 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750362/aaaacdko.tel 

Line Count: 67 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ORIGIN NEA 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: LIMDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: LIMDIS 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: CunninFX 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 30 JUL 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <30 JUL 2003 by KelleyW0>; APPROVED <02 DEC 2003 by CunninFX> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ESSO EXPLORATION IN RED SEA 
TAGS: EGEN, EG, ESSO 
To: CAIRO 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



